Academic Writing Tip #26
The Apostrophe

     Here are a few brief tips on using the apostrophe.  These following rules are the ones that commonly cause errors in theses.

· To make a noun possessive, use an apostrophe with an “s”         

      EX:

                  A president’s administration generally changes within the first few years of the
                  presidency.

· To make a noun ending in “s” possessive, only use the apostrophe.

                   EX:  Massachusetts’ role in American history is the site of the first colony

                           settled by the Puritans in 1690.   

                       .
· To show joint possession (two or more people or groups), use an apostrophe and the s’ or ‘s:

         EX:

             Canada and North Africa’s territories are similar in that some parts are
              inhabitable.
             California and Texas’ land areas support its large population.

           .

· To pluralize numbers or letters of the alphabet or abbreviations, use the apostrophe with an “s” or the “s” without the apostrophe.   Decide on a one format and stay with this usage.

         EX:           

             During the 1980’s, immigration from South America to the US greatly
             increased. 
                    


Or
                    During the 1980s, immigration from South America to the US greatly 

                    Increased. 



· To make a abbreviation or acronym possessive use to of the form or if appropriate, the by the form instead of ‘s
  EX:


The tax forms of the IRS are complicated and time-consuming.


The investigative paper issued by the FBI contained discrepancies.

· To use the possessive pronoun “its” no apostrophe is used in the possessive pronoun. Don’t confuse the contracted form of it is with the possessive form.                                

         EX:

             Each nation has its own constitution.
             It’s (it is) one of the articles of the constitution.. 
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