Academic Writing Tip #14
Redundancies

     Redundancy means repeating information.  Writers must be careful to eliminate words or expressions that have the same meanings.  At times, redundancies occur because a writer uses an adjective or an adverb that has the same meaning as the noun or verb it modifies. For example, one cannot logically say that something is very perfect or very unique because if something is perfect or unique, it cannot be made more or less perfect or unique. 
     Although we use redundancy in speech generally for emphasis or style, in writing this repetition creates a less academic style in presentation
     The following list of common phrases is redundant in nature, but these can be reduced to a more appropriate form:

       adding together……………………adding

       cancel out………………………… cancel

       combine into one………………….combine

       cubic meters in volume…………...cubic meters

       different varieties…………………..varieties

       final outcome……………………….outcome, conclusion

       first and foremost…………………. first

       goals and objectives……………… goals

       initial introduction………………..    introduction

       joined together……………………...joined

       mixed together……………………...mixed

past history…………………………..past

personal opinion…………………….opinion

physical size…………………………size

point in time………………………….time, period

reason why…………………………..reason

refer back to………………………….refer to

repeat again………………………….repeat

small in size………………………….small

this particular instance………………this case, this instance

       triangular in shape…………………...triangular

true facts………………………………facts, the truth
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