Academic Writing Tip #13
Directness

     Inexperienced writers tend to waste words.  They often use ten words where five would be enough.  Such extra words are called “deadwood.”

     When revising a draft, a good place to begin is eliminating unnecessary words.  Why is this important?  First, the simpler the sentence the easier it is to read.  Second, the fewer words used, the fewer words required to type, edit, and revise.  Third, since time is a valuable commodity, using concise thoughts benefits both the reader and writer. 

      Look at the following examples of deadwood and the revisions:

         EX:

            After the end of the Korean War, the Korean government began the

            process of rebuilding the nation.
    Revised:

            After the Korean War, the government began to rebuilt the nation.

         EX:

             There will be as many combined sets of force data as force structure

             data.

         Revised:

             The sets of force data will equal the force-structure data.

         EX:

 Just by a lucky chance, the naval sailors had an adequate supply of 

  pure drinking water untainted by any impurities.
         Revised:

             Fortunately, the sailors had an adequate supply of pure drinking water.
         EX:

             It is evident that information systems alter organizations after some time
         Revised:

             Clearly, Information systems alter organizations over time. 

Note: In removing “deadwood,” you shouldn’t sacrifice clarity for shorter sentences—maintain necessary words/phrases 
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