Academic Writing Tip #12
Verb Suppression

     English is a verbal language. The verb is one of the most important words in a sentence.  English readers absorb information better when the writer uses strong, active verbs.  Whenever possible use strong verbs and replace nouns with verbs. Also use gerunds instead of nouns and prepositions.

     Poor technical writers often turn verbs into nouns trying to sound formal and scholarly, but they just obscure their writing. This is called “verb suppression.” Some writers even coin new nouns by transforming verbs into nouns while other writers attempt to turn adjectives into nouns. Consider these three examples,  

         EX:

             The suppression of verbs in oral communication and written expression leads to the

             distortion of and uglification of language, as well as to the confusion of readers and

             the irritation of English teachers and editors.

         Revised:

              Suppressing verbs in oral and written communication distorts language. It also

              confuses readers and irritates English teachers and editors.

         EX:

             The amplification of the sonar signal will lead to the enhancement creation of the

             reception by the researchers.

         Revised: 

             Amplifying the sonar signal will enhance reception.

          EX:

             The authorization, improvement and production of this new military weaponry raises 

             combat effectiveness and also provides for the preparation of real-war readiness.
                 In this last example, the first sentence would be better if the author wrote the following: 

                        “Authorizing, improving, and producing this new … .”

     Here is another benefit of using verbs instead of nouns.  Notice how many nouns in the above examples are paired with prepositions?  When eliminating nouns, needless prepositions are also often eliminated.  Prepositions, which are generally another source of agony for international students, are covered in Tip 28..    
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