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INTERNATIONAL OFFICER SPONSOR PROGRAM

National Defense University

Academic Year 2012-2013
 The International Student Management Office (ISMO) has designed a sponsor program to provide support and assistance to you, the International Fellow (IF), during your time in the United States.  This sponsor program may be of great benefit to you and your family in transitioning to a new city and new culture, especially if you are unfamiliar with American society and culture.  The expectation is for you, your family and your sponsor to establish a relationship that will benefit everyone.
Sponsor support will vary depending on each individual and situation.  We hope your sponsor will find new and creative ways to support you and your family in making a smooth transition and enhancing your experience during the Fellowship year.  

Here are some examples of activities in which a sponsor may support or provide assistance:
· Advise the IF on transition items upon their arrival.  Although ISMO will provide assistance in most transition items such as banking, schools, housing, and medical, the sponsor may assist in needed follow up.
· Provide ideas or advice about major purchases, travel, entertainment, and places of interest.

· Help the IF and family with local shopping options close to their housing and throughout the Washington metropolitan area

· Advise the IF and family regarding, American customs and traditions to include tipping/showing gratitude and use of American slang language.
A real benefit of this sponsor program is to show the IF and family the American way of life by participating in home and community activities together.  This has lead to long lasting relationships. Examples of activities that have been enjoyed by both IFs and sponsors include:

· Invitations into American homes or other places of interest including hosting for traditional American holidays such as Labor Day, Thanksgiving, and Presidents Day.

· Attending local sporting events that may not be familiar to the IO and family

· Dining at an ethnic restaurant together to share the IO’s culture.

· Participating in events with your sponsor and enjoyed by your family.
Participation in the sponsor program is completely optional. For those IF’s who have served previously in the United States or are familiar with western culture, we certainly understand if you choose not to participate.  However, a sponsor may still be of great benefit to you and we highly recommend you apply to this program.

Please indicate your preference below:

___  YES, I would like to have the support and assistance of an American sponsor and am willing to establish a relationship to the mutual benefit of both of us (and our families, if applicable).

___  NO, I prefer not to participate in the sponsor program.

